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Cindi Williams has spent the last two decades focused on ensuring
that all students, irrespective of race and income, have access to a
high quality public education. As a senior official at the U.S.
Department of Education, the White House and the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, she has seen how communications, advocacy
and policy can work together to improve student outcomes.
Cindi currently leads the K-12 education practice for HCM
Strategists. She and her team have the privilege of partnering with innovative clients who
share the team’s mission of helping those students who have historically been underserved
by the public education system.
Prior to joining HCM Strategists in 2012, Cindi served as the communications director for
the U.S. program at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Before joining the Gates
Foundation, Williams held several senior posts in the George W. Bush Administration
including senior adviser to the U.S. Secretary of Education, deputy assistant secretary of
education for communications and outreach, and a special assistant in the White House
Office of Public Liaison where she led outreach strategies on behalf of education, women,
small business, and a special 9-11 initiative to create a U.S. Afghan Women’s Council.
Cindi served as the board liaison at the American Red Cross and served as Elizabeth Dole’s
chief of staff. She began her career on Capitol Hill and has returned on a couple of occasions
to take on special projects.
Cindi lives in Bellevue, Washington with her husband, Tony, and her two sons, Joshua and
Jacob. She is a passionate advocate for charter schools and is serving on the Washington
State Charter Commission.
She has served on a number of volunteer leadership boards, including: the Bush Institute’s
Education Advisory Council, the U.S. Afghan Women’s Council, Northwest Center Foundation
Board, WA State Stand for Children Advisory Board and the Center for Reinventing Public
Education.

HCM Strategists: A public policy advocacy and consulting firm committed to reducing disparities in health and education.

